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Andromeda is a large constellation of
the northern sky. It has its name from a
Greek princess which was saved by
the hero Perseus. The constellations of
Perseus and of Pegasus are on both
sides of Andromeda.

The three main stars of Andromeda are
all of magnitude 2.1 and they are:

* Alpheratz(a), 72 lightyears
away and 96 times as bright as
the sun

* Mirach (B), 88 lightyears away,
115 times as bright

* Almaak (y), 121 lightyears away,
95 times as bright as the sun
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These stars have different colours,
even with the eye it is possible to see
that Mirach is orange-red.

Of course the most famous object
between the stars of Andromeda is the
spiral galaxy with the number M31. If
the night is very dark and clear, it can
just be seen by the naked eye. The
Arab astronomer Al-Sufi already saw it
and called it “little cloud”. It is 2.2
million or a bit more light-years away!
This distance is about 20 times the
diameter of our own galaxy. So, when
you look at it tonight, you see it as it
was more than 2 million years ago!

In the year 1885 a star exploded in
M31, but at that time this was not
considered important, because people
thought it belonged to our own galaxy,
our Milky Way. M31 is even a bit larger
than our galaxy

In the little constellation Triangulum
(the triangle) there is another galaxy to
be seen, but only with a binocular. It is
called M33 and it less bright than M31,
but has a nicer spiral form because its
plane is perpendicular to our line of
sight.







