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Cassiopeia is a constellation which
has more or less the shape of a flat
letter “W”. It is specially interesting
because one of its stars is variable,
so that the “W” does not always
appear clearly.

The three main stars of Cassiopeia
are all of magnitude around 2.5.

* Shedir (a), 120 lightyears
away and 190 times as bright
as the sun

* The two others are just called
B- and y-Cassiopeia.

A little bit besides the “W”, there is a
star (called p-Cassiopeia), which is
huge (130000 times as bright as our
sun) but so far away (4800 light-
years), that it appears very small
and dim to our eyes. If it were as
near as our sun, we could not
survive and our Earth would be
destroyed within a short time.

The Milky Way crosses the sky just
behind Cassiopeia.







