
The Great Bear or The Big 
Dipper. 
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Ursa Major, the Great Bear, Í-¼ÛºÛ-mP-Ç+¼-¤-
ºhÛºÛ-¤ÛP-¾- the Big Dipper (BôGÅ-Vïm-)  
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Ursa Major, The Great Bear. In America it 
is called The Big Dipper, because it has 
the shape of a big spoon. In the map we 
have listed the names of  the seven main 
stars with their distances in light years 
given in brackets. 
 
 
 
  
 
This constellation shows that even the 
positions of the stars are not fixed and 
constant. Alcaid and Dubhe move in 
another direction than the five other main 
stars. So, after some thousand years, 
people will probably have to find another 
name for this constellation, because it will 
look different.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are many galaxies to be found 
behind the Great Bear, but all of them need 
a telescope to be seen. 
 
 



 


